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i 
 

Notice is given that a Special Meeting of Kingston City Council will be held at   at Council 
Chamber, 1230 Nepean Highway, Cheltenham, on Monday, 18 June 2018.  
 
1. Apologies 
 
2. Foreshadowed Declaration by Councillors, Officers or Contractors of any 

Conflict of Interest  
Note that any Conflicts of Interest need to be formally declared at the start of the 
meeting and immediately prior to the item being considered – type and nature of 
interest is required to be disclosed – if disclosed in writing to the CEO prior to the 
meeting only the type of interest needs to be disclosed prior to the item being 
considered.  
 

3. Corporate Services Reports 

3.1 2018/19 Budget Submissions ................................................................ 5   
 
4. Confidential Items 

Nil
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Special Meeting of Council 

18 June 2018 

Agenda Item No: 3.1 

 

2018/19 BUDGET SUBMISSIONS 
 
Contact Officer: Caroline Reidy, Manager Finance and Corporate Performance  

 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to consider the submissions received in relation to the Proposed 
2018/19 Draft Budget. 
 

Disclosure of Officer / Contractor Direct or Indirect Interest 

No Council officer/s and/or Contractor/s who have provided advice in relation to this report have 
declared a Conflict of Interest regarding the matter under consideration. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes that 17 formal submissions were received on the 2018/19 Budget for 
consideration prior to the adoption of the Budget and the declaration of rates and charges at a 
Council meeting to be held on 25 June 2018. 

 

1. Executive Summary  

In accordance with Sections 127 and 158 of the Local Government Act, Council advertised 
that its draft Budget was available for inspection and invited written submissions on any 
proposal contained in the draft Budget on Wednesday 16th May 2018.  Section 127 requires 
that the Budget must be on display for at least 28 days and that Council consider any 
submissions received from interested parties pursuant to Section 223 of the Local 
Government Act.   
 
The period for submissions relating to the 2018/19 Budget and Statutory Disclosures closed 
at 5.00pm on Thursday 14 June 2018 with formal adoption scheduled for a Council meeting 
at 7.00pm on 25 June 2018. 
 
Any additional submissions will be brought to the attention of Council as they are received 
and tabled at the Special Council Meeting on 18 June 2018. 

2. Consultation Process 

A public Information Session was held on Wednesday 9 May 2018 which was widely 
advertised with invitations emailed to Council’s Advisory Committees, Access and Equity 
Committee, business networks, and local sports clubs. 23 community members and 2 
Councillors attended the session. 
 
The following questions were raised and fully addressed by the CEO and officers at the 
Public Information Session: 
 
1. How is council approaching shared use of sporting change rooms for both men and 

women? 
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2. Can we use schools’ classrooms and facilities outside hours for adult education? 

3. What is council doing in the environmental space particularly solar, and working with 

businesses? 

4. Recycling. Given that China has modified how much recycling material it will accept, 

how is the City of Kingston addressing the question in its financial planning? 

5. When will the Community Grants be announced (responded to via follow up email)  

6. What is Kingston’s approach/position on; 

a. Climate Change 

b. Population Growth 

c. Electricity Costs and potential use of Solar Panels  

7. How much of the technology budget is invested in Cyber Security? 

8. In relation to electricity costs, are we still replacing the street lights? What is the 

payback period? 

9. Has the street light replacement project been through the tender process 

10. The allocation in the budget to purchase the three properties in Cheltenham seems too 

low. 

11. Mentone Precinct development budget allocation seems too low. 

12. Can we utilise schools’ playing fields more for weekend sporting clubs? 

13. Do schools’ inform Council if they are using council open space? 

14. Will the toilet at Bald Hill Park be replaced? 

15. The Mordialloc Tennis club is suffering from subsidence and a court has had to be 

closed as a result. An assessment has been undertaken and it was discovered that the 

courts are built on an old landfill site. The court, the fencing and other facilities will 

most likely need to be replaced. Is there anything in the budget for this? How do we 

progress resolution of this issue? 

16. Last year the presentation listed future year projects and investment amounts. Why 

wasn’t it in this year’s presentation? 

17. Is the focus and commitment to improving the overall sustainability of sports grounds 

through improved irrigation and drainage infrastructure still on the agenda? 

18. If we have an issue with a community building who do we contact, what is the 

process? 

19. Recognition of the excellent financial management of Council which is now close to 
debt free.  

 
Consultation and promotion methods included: 
 

 Advertisements in the Leader (display ad and advertorial), the Age (public notice), and 
on Facebook. 

 Online and printed formal submission template. 

 Copies of the Draft Budget, Council Plan, the Strategic Resource Plan and the Annual 
Action Plan available online and at customer service centres and Kingston’s libraries 
(with ‘polling’ box displays at six locations). 

 Emailed invitations to local clubs, businesses and Advisory Committees. 

 Promotion on LCD screens in libraries and customer service centres. 

 A short, online video to make the Budget more accessible. 

 Promotion on Council’s My Community Life site. 

 ‘On hold’ messages on phone calls to the customer service centres.  

 Use of Eventbrite online registration system for the public information session. 
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Key Consultation Statistics 
 

Formal Submissions (detailed below) 17 

Attendances at Information Session at Council Offices  23 

Total Visits to Draft Budget 2018/19 page on 
YourKingstonYourSay.com.au 

439 total visits 

340 unique visitors 

Online submissions completed 6 

Polling Box submissions completed 4 

Key Comments raised: 

 Draft Budget is a well-balanced document with responsible 
allocation of funds and resources. 

 Less Development, more green areas, more disabled 
parking, more greening of median strips and street 
plantings. 

 

 

3. Discussion 

The formal submissions on the Budget received at the time of preparing this report are 

summarised below with the full submissions attached to this report.  Submission received 

after the finalisation of this report will be drawn to Councillors attention prior to the Special 

Council meeting. 

 Organisation Submission 

1 Edithvale Fire Brigade 
 
Graham Fountain 
Peter Tripp 

Edithvale Fire Brigade is seeking a co-contribution of $30,000 in 
support towards the new community fire station fit-out cost of $288k. 
The new fire station is close to completion and incorporates 
community use facilities and the first ever purpose built Fire & 
Emergency Services Volunteer Business Hub. The fit-out 
requirements include office furniture, tables and chairs computer and 
audio –visual equipment for use by the brigade and the community.  
 

 Officer Comment This request will be considered by Council via a separate report with 
a proposal for funding out of the 2017/18 Community Grants budget 
allocation at the June Council meeting. 
 

2 Derrick Berends, 
President Aspendale 
(Stingrays) Sporting 
Club 
 

Emergency funding of $250,000 for a sports training lights project at 
Doug Denyer Reserve to be in place by start of April 2019 season. 
 

 Officer Comment Whilst Doug Denyer Reserve is not currently programmed for sport 
light improvement in 2018/19, Council has endorsed the lodgement of 
a funding application to the State Government’s World Game 
Funding Program 2018/19 for matching funding to install sports 
lighting at Jack Grut Reserve, which is also used by the Aspendale 
Stingrays Sports Club. Council’s contribution to the planned sports 
lighting would be met from its Sports Lighting Program. 
 
Council is currently working with Club representatives regarding the 
proposed sports lighting improvements at Jack Grut Reserve and 
other facility improvements to meet the Club’s future needs.” 
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 Organisation Submission 

3 Greg Russo, President 
 
Little Athletics Chelsea 

This request is for support towards upgrade or replacement of some 
athletics facilities at Edithvale Reserve in particular sites used for 
high jump, javelin, long jump, shotput and discus due to their 
deteriorating condition. 
 
The club will be celebrating their 50th anniversary later this year. 
Please also provide an update on the planned lighting upgrade and 
confirm if lighting will be provided for athletics and track and field 
events at Edithvale Reserve. Please could lighting be considered for 
the athletics facilities at the same time as this lighting upgrade? 
 

 Officer Comment There are plans for the installation of upgraded floodlighting of the 
soccer field at Edithvale Reserve in 2018/19.  There will be spill 
lighting that will light up the surrounding area but no specific lighting 
is planned in the scope of works towards little athletics. Further 
consultation with stakeholder groups is planned. Council will discuss 
this issue directly with the Little Athletics club. 
 

4 Aaran Jackson 
 
Community member at 
Westall Library 

Provision of DVD cleaning machine at each library with a Policy to be 
made public that any detectable damage to a DVD should incur a one 
month ban and fine. 
 
Also a request for an occupational therapist or other suitable 
professional to be available in Westall Library once a week to provide 
a safe space to discuss important issues in particular topics related to 
women’s health, family violence, depression, counselling diet and 
health. 
 

 Officer Comment In regards to the damaged CDs/DVDS: 
 
Council is sorry to hear of this patron’s experience of having to come 
back 3 times due to damaged items.  We will review our quality 
assurance processes in relation to the DVDs to ensure they remain at 
the high standard that we want to provide to the community.   
 
At the time of loan, the borrower accepts responsibility for the care 
and return of all items issued on their card.  Patrons understand and 
sign to indicate their agreement that a charge will be incurred for all 
items identified as damaged when returned. 
 
Staff regularly check stock for damage however we also rely on our 
customers to report any issues with discs skipping or not playing as it 
is not always physically obvious that a disc does not play. Staff also 
have specific wipes for cleaning marks off (which is the method used 
at every branch rather than a cleaning machine). 
 
We have machines to play discs and check if faulty stock is working 
and if deemed damaged it is withdrawn from the collection and an 
assessment is made on replacement.  There is a comprehensive 
collection maintenance program in place for assessing the collections 
on a regular basis including DVDs. The removal criteria assessment 
includes age of item, number of times borrowed, is it still in demand 
and physical condition.  
 
Westall Library has recently introduced ‘Gochips’ as an additional 
format for our customers that the staff would be happy to 
demonstrate as an alternative (which are not as vulnerable to 
damage).  Gochips are like a DVD set on a stand-alone device. You 
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 Organisation Submission 

download the Gochip app, and connect to wifi option on your device 
using the unique password on each device.  
 
The resident is encouraged to advise us of any further issues he is 
having with the DVD collection and we will address this further. 
 
In regards to the health worker suggestion: 
 
The concept proposed by the Mr Jackson is aligned to the model of 
delivery we are building at Westall Hub. 
 
In addition to the library and early years programs we currently have 
a number of allied health and support services being delivered at 
Westall including: 
 
- Family Mediation Centre – Clinician providing both individual and 

family counselling / mental health support 
- Peninsula Legal Services  
- Maternal Child Health Services 
- Kingston Family Support  Services – Supporting vulnerable 

women and families 
- Micare, Connect @ Westall program – A casual and welcoming 

program for any / all community members to come along, connect 
and obtain information and support. 
 

Additional negotiations and planning are presently occurring to 
expand these service offerings.  Of particular interest is a recent 
grant application that Council has submitted to obtain additional 
resources to deliver a family violence prevention program in Westall 
which would align to Mr Jackson’s request.  
 

5 Steve Low, President 
 
Chelsea Yacht Club 

Installation of a lift at Chelsea Yacht Club to promote inclusiveness 
and offer all our members and the extended community the right of 
access and involvement. Currently there are two family memberships 
with disabled children who are excluded access along with many 
elderly members who struggle with the stairs. The estimated cost is 
$120,000 and the Club is in a position to be able to financially 
contribute a modest sum to this project. 
 

 Officer Comment Council has allocated $1.2m in year 5 of the capital forward plan (in 
2022/23) for a major refurbishment of Chelsea Yacht Club which 
includes installation of a new lift. 
 
Whilst the installation of a lift in advance of the major refurbishment 
could be possible, we would also have to ensure that other disabled 
facilities were compliant at the same time, e.g. a compliant ramp and 
pathway from the car park to the building.  We would also need to 
ensure that there was a compliant route to the lift internally by 
widening the doors and corridors.  As such, this would be best 
considered as part of a wider upgrade of the entire building.  If, 
however, Council did wish to proceed with the lift, funding would also 
need to be allocated for these other compliance works, which would 
take the required budget to well beyond the $120,000 nominated by 
the Club. 
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6 Barry Cady 
12 Signature Petition 
Member  
Chelsea Yacht Club 

Request for a lift at Chelsea Yacht Club as a member for 62 years, it 
is increasingly difficult for the many aged members and members 
with limited physical ability to manage the stairs to make use of the 
club rooms on the second level. Indeed bookings have been 
impacted negatively in recent times by the absence of a lift, most 
notably by the Lions Club who no longer hold their fortnightly 
meetings for this reason. 
 

 Officer Comment See previous comment. 
 

7 Michael Fields Complaint over quality of road maintenance on Warrigal Road, 
Charman Road and Balcombe Road. 
 
Complaint over volume of graffiti not being fixed and no app to report 
it 
 
Complaint over traffic management in Wilson Street with a pothole 
remaining and unsuitable traffic markings 
 

 Officer Comment Mr. Fields has raised a range of issues and our Customer Advocate 
has been in discussions to work through specific issues and improve 
these reporting processes going forward. 
In general terms, the following responses address the issues raised: 
 
For graffiti, we encourage the use of the Vandaltrak reporting 
application, which is a partnership with several other Councils and 
Vic Pol.  https://www.vandaltrak.com.au 
Council responds to graffiti incidents promptly and removes graffiti on 
Council assets. Where it is not a Council owned building/asset, 
Vandaltrak will automatically report this to the relevant agency, e.g. 
vicroads, victrack, etc. Unfortunately, Council are not able to work on 
their assets and their removal processes are subject to their own 
prioritisation processes. 
 
Wilson Street had a long history of the road being used as a short cut 
by motorists seeking to avoid Nepean Highway and Chesterville 
Road. Council trialled slow points at the Argus Street end of the road, 
which were shown to be effective in reducing traffic volumes. The 
final traffic management treatments in Wilson Street were determined 
through a thorough community consultation process with the 
residents of the street, which has further reduced the traffic volumes 
in the street and improved amenity for the residents. 
 
With regard to white line at intersections, the statutory road rule is 
that a vehicle must not be parked within 10 metres of an intersection. 
A change to the Victorian road rules in 2009 introduced an additional 
rule which prevents a car from parking next to a single solid line, to 
bring the Victorian road rules into line with the rest of Australia. Thus 
the breaks were introduced so that vehicles would not be 
inadvertently booked for parking next to a single solid line when this 
was not the intent of the rule. Incidentally, the white line approaching 
an intersection in other states is only 10 metres to reflect this rule; 
however Victorian motorists are used to the longer 30 metre dividing 
line so Kingston made the decision to retain the longer line with the 
breaks.  
 
 
 

https://www.vandaltrak.com.au/
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 Organisation Submission 

8 Stephen Hardy Sharan Avenue, Mentone Footpath Replacement 
Dangerous footpath conditions following sawing down of footpath 
20cm from property line in 2010. Since then the sawn off edge has 
lifted and subsided causing tripping hazards. 
It is requested that: 
 
1. The policy of building 1300mm wide footpaths should be 

reviewed. 
2. The policy of saw cutting footpaths200mm from the boundary 

should be abolished. 
3. Council fund rebuilding the entire Sharan Avenue southern 

footpath to its original 1500mm width, ensuring there is a 
continuous slab across the footpath, eradicating fissures, 
exposed sharp edges and offcuts. 

 

 Officer Comment On review of the submission, staff within Infrastructure have 
inspected the footpath and works have been planned to replace the 
footpath these works will be included within the existing maintenance 
budget. 
 
Prior to the start of the works residents within the street will receive a 
construction bulletin that will confirm the extent and timing of the 
construction works during 2018/19. 
 

9 Mordialloc Motor Yacht 
Club 

1. Mordialloc Creek Dredging - MMYC requests Council to allocate 
$540k in 2018/19 for dredging 

2. Solar Panels requested for top of MMYC building 
3. Removal of Mordialloc Sea Scouts building which has been 

unused for some years and has been closed by Council– 
allocate $50k 
 

 Officer Comment 1. Discussions are ongoing between DELWP and Council in 
relation to the maintenance of Mordialloc Creek.  A Draft 
Mooring Policy for Mordialloc Creek will be presented to the 
Council meeting on 25 June 2018. 

2. A review of the benefits in regards to solar installations on 
Council buildings is being addressed as part of the draft 
Climate Change Strategy which is currently out for community 
comment. 

3. The removal of the Mordialloc Sea Scouts building is currently 
the subject of discussions with Scouts Victoria Council. 
 

10 Aspendale Senior 
Citizens 

Aspendale Senior Citizens club have requested several items ranging 
from building and maintenance request such as lighting to be fixed, 
guttering and down pipes to be cleaned., sealing the gap between 
windows and window frames along with some wishlist items such as 
new carpet, angle parking equipment, printer, internet access, 
contract cleaning, concrete slab and Ipad. 
 

 Officer Comment Building Maintenance issues raised will be assessed and addressed 
promptly by Council staff. Community Buildings department will meet 
with the Committee to discuss the building improvements requested 
with a view to developing a works plan. Officers from Social 
Development will progress discussions with the Club about the range 
of Council grants opportunities and the best course of action to 
support the other needs requested and will report back to Council. 
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11 Kingston for Human 
Rights 
Philippa Rayment Hon. 
Secretary KFHR 

Kingston for Human Rights would be honoured to have you and the 
Junior Mayor Alice Roberts open our event on 10th December 2018 
at 7:30 pm. 
 
A Council grant of $4,000 would cover our expenses of a guest 
speaker $1,000, and the remainder is for hall hire, one month gallery 
hire, art prizes and supper.   
 

 Officer Comment Kingston for Human Rights has applied for a Community grant and 
this will be considered by Council in the July or August meeting cycle. 
 

12 Eleesa Judd Ms Judd would like to know what recommendations were made by 
the consultants appointed to conduct a Regents Park Masterplan and 
when these will they be actioned 
 

 Officer Comment In February 2018, Council adopted the Regents Park Master Plan. 
Over $1M is identified within the draft 2018/19 budget to support the 
establishment of two outdoor netball courts and playground upgrade 
at Regents Park.  Officers will provide Ms Judd with a copy of the 
adopted Master Plan. 
 

13 Paul Cahir Mr Cahir urges Council to allocate $1M for dredging and 
maintenance works to the Mordialloc Creek 
 

 Officer Comment See comment for item 9. 
 

14 Tom Maher The budget should include more support for implementing solar 
systems both on council buildings in particular the leisure centres and 
within the general community including suggestions around 
community solar schemes for residents, commercial solar schemes 
for business and Not for Profit organisation being assisted to 
organise energy assessments through the Alternative Technology 
Association (ATA) and initial loan finance for solar installations. 
 

 Officer Comment The draft Climate Change Strategy for Kingston is currently out for 
community comment, many of the items discussed in the submission 
are covered there. 
 
A review of the benefits in regards to solar installations on Council 
buildings as part of this Climate Change Strategy, which shows a 
$1.5M investment could see panels installed on 21 sites with an 
average of 6.7 year return on investment.  
 
Further investigation of bulk buy solar schemes needs to be 
undertaken to understand the best model and approach for Kingston 
and our community. There is likely to be cost to Council.  
 
Solar Schemes (such as EUA) has already been investigated and the 
Economic Growth and Innovation Department are likely to bring a 
report to Council in the second half of the year to progress this 
initiative. These schemes have minimal cost to council other than 
slight increase in administration. Associated costs are likely to be 
able to be absorbed within existing budgets. 
 
Other ‘not for profit’ groups either housed in Council buildings or 
within our community will continue to be supported to look for energy 
efficiency improvements. This will likely be a focus for the Community 
Buildings and Environmental Planning team moving forward. At this 
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stage budget implications are unknown.  
 

15 Kai Sandvig Rates fees and fines should not be increasing at more than three 
multiples of inflation.  To offset this we would target more 
development government grants. 
 

 Officer Comment Council notes the comments and can assure the resident that we 
seek every opportunity to access suitable government grants.  
Kingston receives significantly more grants each year than the State 
average.  Rate capping is in place and reflects a 2.25% increase in 
overall rates and charges.  Individual rate increases will differ 
depending on property valuations.  Each year the fees and charges 
are increased by on average of no more than 3%. 
 

16 Rick Nixon Draft Budget and Council Plan indicate Council issues building 
permits yet the Council website indicates Council doesn’t issue 
Building permits. Why? 
 

 Officer Comment Building Permits 
Council’s Building Department is currently not in the process of 
issuing Building Permits, due to resourcing matters. At present, 
Council’s Building Department is focusing its service on dealing with 
building related complaints and enforcement of building regulatory 
compliance. 
 
The service of Building permits in the Draft budget also incorporates 
conducting inspections and issuing occupancy permits. 
 
Since 1996, ratepayers have had the option of engaging a Private 
Building Surveyor to undertake the functions relating to Building 
Permit issue, hence Council has not been the only option when 
seeking a Building Permit. The functions of the Private Building 
Surveyor are identical to those of Councils with relation to building 
permit issue. 
 

17 Terry Mattison  More capital expenditure should be made through the utilisation 
of debt 

 Bring forward Mentone Village development and work in 
tandem with LXRA 

 KPI waste diversion 2016/17 actual was 50.1% what is the 
forecast for 2017/18 and Budget 2018/19? 

 Recycling Costs - What is being done with retailers to cut back 
on packaging? 

 Goal 3 and 4 have received a budget decrease – these areas 
deserve an increase  

 

 Officer Comment  Council has up to this point of time decided to not utilise debt 
finance for capital works as part of its Long Term Financial 
Strategy 

 Council is working closely with the LXRA to ensure that all 
opportunities are realised at the location of level crossing 
removals across Kingston. Mr. Mattison will be referred also to 
the Mentone Urban Design Framework adopted by Council in 
December 2017 which outlines the plans for Mentone. 

 Performance indicators are benchmarked as part of the Local 
Government Performance Reporting Framework. See the 
website www.KnowYourCouncil.vic.gov.au 

http://www.knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au/
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 Council has recently lobbied the State Government to ban 
single use plastic bags and the State has responded by 
banning them from 1 July 2018. 

 The budgets in each goal reflect the relative priorities of Council 
and movements in the net cost can be reduced where Council 
has been successful in its lobbying for additional grant income. 
For example in Goal 3 we are budgeting for an increase in 
income from In-home support which reduces the net cost to 
Council. Similarly 

 

 
Detailed responses to each of the formal submissions will be provided following the adoption 
of the Budget. 
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